The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Sunday, December 25, 2024
The Holy Eucharist - Renewed Ancient Text

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Prelude
Processional Hymn O Come, all ye faithful Hymnal 96
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dore him, O come,let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord.
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6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing;

Refrain

Celebrant:  For unto us a child is born,
People: Unto us a son is given.

Collect for Purity (in unison)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Summary of the Law
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says:

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And a second is like it: You shall
love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets. Matthew 22:37-40

Kyrie

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.



Gloria Angels we have heard on high Hymnal 96
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An - gels we have heard on high, sing - ing sweet-ly  through the night,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi- leer Why these songs of hap - py cheer?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;

4 See him in a man - ger laid whom the an-gels praise a - bove;
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and the moun-tains in re - ply ech - o - ing their brave de - light.

What great bright-ness  did  you see? What glad tid - ings did you hear?
come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ, the Lord, the new - born King.

Ma - ry, Jo - seph, lend your aid, while we raise our hearts in love.
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Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and
to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made
your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now
and for ever. Amen.

First Reading (all be seated) Isaiah 62.6-12

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall
never be silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest, and give him no rest until he
establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth. The Lord has sworn
by his right hand and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for
your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored; but
those who garner it shall eat it and praise the Lord, and those who gather it shall drink
it in my holy courts. Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. The
Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, ‘See, your salvation
comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.” They shall be called,
‘The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord’; and you shall be called, ‘Sought Out, A
City Not Forsaken.’

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



The Gradual (all remain seated) Psalm 98

Response: (Cantor sings once, then all sing)
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The Lord is King; let the earth be  glad.

Verses: (Cantor sings Verse, then all sing Response)

The Lord is King; let the earth be glad. Indeed, let the multitude of the isles be glad.
Clouds and darkness are round about him; righteousness and judgment are the
foundation of his throne. There goes a fire before him and burns up his enemies on every
side. His lightnings gave light to the world; the earth saw it and was afraid.
(Response)

The hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the Lord of the
whole earth. The heavens have declared his righteousness, and all the people have seen
his glory. Confounded be all those who worship carved images, and who delight in false
gods; worship him, all you gods. Zion heard of it and rejoiced, and the daughters of
Judah were glad, because of your judgments, O Lord.
(Response)

For you, Lord, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods.

O you who love the Lord, see that you hate the thing which is evil; the Lord preserves the
souls of his saints; he shall deliver them from the hand of the ungodly. A light has sprung
up for the righteous, and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted. Rejoice in the
Lord, you righteous, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.
(Response)

Second Reading (all be seated) Titus 3:4-7

But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy,
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Sequence (all stand)

Joy to the world! The Lord is come (verses 1-2)

Hymnal 100
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sing, and heaven, and heaven and na - ture sing.
jov, re - peat, re - peat the sound-ing jov.
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heaven and na - ture sing,
peat  the sound-ing jov,
as the curse is found,
won - ders of  his love,

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20

In those daysa decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And
all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give
birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. And in the
same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a
sign for you: you will find a babywrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those
with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it



wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence (all stand)  Joy to the world! The Lord is come (verses 3-4) Hymnal 100
Sermon

Nicene Creed (all stand and recite in unison)
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, visible and invisible. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the
only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People (please kneel)

The Deacon says:

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “Lord, in your mercy: hear our
prayer.”

Please offer your prayers this morning, either out loud or silently.

The Celebrant concludes with the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator
and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.



Confession (in unison)
Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of
sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Comfortable Words

Hear the Word of God to all who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him.

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Matthew 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.
1 Timothy 1:15

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
1John 2:1-2

Peace (all stand)

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. And with your spirit.
THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory

Presentation Hymn (all stand) Old One Hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



Sursum Corda

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary his mother, was made truly man, yet without the stain of sin, that
we might be cleansed from sin and given the right to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name.
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The Prayer of Consecration (all kneel)

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we
had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched
out his arms upon the Cross and offered himself once for all, that by his suffering and
death we might be saved. By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell
and Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in
glory, that we might come with confidence before the throne of grace.

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it,* and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body
which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is



shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy sacrament,
and be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us with all your saints into
the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Prayer of Humble Access (in unison)

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in
our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We are not
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but you are the
same Lord, whose character is always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore,
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink
his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our
souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.



Agnus Dei Hymnal S161
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you take a - way the sins of the world: grant us peace.

Celebrant says:
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion

All baptized Christians who profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are welcome to
receive Holy Communion in this church. All who do not wish to receive are still welcome
to come forward to the altar rail. You may cross your arms across your chest as an
indication you do not wish to receive, and a prayer of blessing will be offered for you
instead.

Gluten-free wafers are available. If you would like to receive a gluten-free wafer, simply
ask the priest.



Communion Music

Good Christian friends, rejoice Hymnal 107
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1 Good  Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;

2 Good  Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;

3 Good  Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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Away in a manger Hymnal 101
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What child is this Hymnal 115
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Post Communion Prayer (in unison)
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the body
of your Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now Father, send us
out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful
witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen.



Recessional Hymn Hark’ the herald angels sing Hymnal 87
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2 Christ, by high-est heaven a - dored; Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord;
3 Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin-ners rec - on - ciled!
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with the an-gel - ic host pro-claim Christ is born in Beth - le - hem!
Pleased as man with us to dwell; Je - sus, our Em - man-u - el!
hail, the Sun of  Right-eous - ness! hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
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Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing glo - ry to the new-born King!
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Dismissal

Celebrant:
People:

Postlude

Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.



